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Abstract

This paper explores the determinants of crop diversification in African agriculture.

Using linear moments model, I find that crop diversification is determined by a combi-

nation of yield and variance considerations and that these considerations vary by crop

type. Among the main crops in Uganda, inter-cropping of beans and sweet potatoes

appears to be primarily deriven by yield considerations while variance (risk) appears

to prominently factor in maize inter-cropping decisions. I find that crop yields are

lower and yield variance higher on larger plots, suggesting the inverse productivity-size

phenomenon is present in Ugandan agriculture.
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